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 , 26, Decemb, 1654. The other from the Tower of Lon- 
\  : dorlWplace of bis Confinement)) dated Fania. 17. 1654. 


"U ending to his Vindication from many unjust aſperfons caſt 
port him by the Pamphlcteers, and others ; And for wore 


= generall and requiſite Information. 
-:* |; DearSin, 


-ENSITS Blefſe the Lord, I do remember you and yours, (by 


6 G95. whom I am mach remembred ) fo far as I am able 
Ars | inevery thing; I know right well you and others 
: 1685 do ir much more for me, and pray dear Sir, do it 
ID) ſtil] - Heave meup upon the Wings of your Pray- 
a _ ers', to him Who.is a God hearing prayers, 
and granting. requeſts, intreat him to inable me to ſtand to his 
- truth, which I'fhall noc do, if he deje& or forſake me, which 
Fkngow would not a little trouble you and my. many other 
_ Chritian:Freinds : Yet when I remember the many paſt ex- 
periences, Thave had of rhe Almighties mercies, and conflang 
kindnefſes towards nie , I have hopes he will not now leave and 
forfakeme, inmy moſt needfull time of crouble : The Devil like 
a Swallow may ſhew himſelf a Summer freind, bur God Is for 
Winter ftorms of tryal;and then he moſt aſſuredly makes our ut- 
rooſt extremities, his happieſt and moſt helpfull opportunities, 
[ have in the late Wars refifted the common-enemy of my Coun- 
try ( through the Almighties wercy) ro blood., and-frequenc 
hazards of life'; and fince{blefſed be his name)he hath carried me 
through reproaches, gooG and bad reports, lofle of places, pre- 
&rments,and rewards : But now perhaps the Lord will alittle 
more ſhew his ſtrength in my Weaknelis and try me with the 
at hind cmp* 
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tempraion ofskin for sk#n z " do, | ſhall declare before hand; 
1 ſhall fall, if he ſupport me not bythe right hand of his power; 
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I commend you , and remain , <5. 
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' to which he replyed, Thou wert a Knave if thou wouldeſt ?) nor did 
Tevergo about to dividethe Army, promileto head any party, 
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Y the Lord Prote&or's Order, I was yeſterday confined a 
Priſoner in the Tower of London, where ( as alſo before 1 
A. Fcame thither)having received information of thoſe falſere- 
ports and miſprifions I am under, I thought good for your own 


and my Chriſtian friends ſatisfa&ion with you, to give my an=. 


fwer to thoſe objeftions divulged againſt me, which you may 
YT TTY Re 
' Obje&. 1. That before my going into Scotland, T engaged to the 
Lord Prote&or , that I would be true unto my truſt, and told him that 1 


world let him know when I could ſerve him no longer ; but now it is repor. 


ted, that T have forfeited my truſt, by going about to dvide the Army,and 


reſolving to march.in the bead of a party for England}, and there, as i 


Scotland to abet the Cavileers define : To which I Anſwer, . 
.. 1, Reply Thacl am ftill true unto my truft, and. have kept my 


_ reſolutions to [ct his Lordſhip know, when I could ſerve him 


no longer ; ( adding that when I perceived his Lordſhip did on- 
we InkY 


3, Iconld nor ſet one. foot before. another ro ſerve him ; 


or intend to joyn with the Cavileers (Scotch or Engliſh). but on 
| heard that upon the addrefſe made by the 


the contrat Like ieard that upon fe made b 
Officers at Famſes, ſome honeſt Officers at Aberdeen had. debates 


Of that nature; I ſent to, them firſt to forbear their debates; and 
after underſtanding that they were under ſome preſſure of ſpirie 


in that particular, and purpoſe to meet at Edenbrough about the 
diſcharge of their Duties and Confciences in that kinde, Ifent 
for them, and told them, That if they intended. any thing in an 


 unwarrantable way,, 1 could not conceal it : Whereupon they pro- 
' mmiſed me to do all things in Gods way , and that they would acquaint the 


General therewith, and do nothing therein without bis conſent. - 
 Obje&. 2. The News:mongers and others, I perceive,report me to be 
a Leveller, and a diſcontented perſon , for that ather Officers were pre- 
ſerredbefore me , who were my juniors; and that T was abſent frommy 
tharpe itt Scotland twe-years _ : To all which I thus a | 
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- for the ſettling of a well-grounded Government,redrefſe vfgriss 


_ yearaſter: I preſumed co ſtay in my Government at Hull, untill 
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, Reply 2. Firſt, That if aLeveller be one,who-bears affeAion to 


Anarchy,deftroying propriety or Government, then I am none; 
bur ifupon the account of: New-market and other Engagements 


yances, Civil, Ecclefiaftical or. Military, or inflifting condigde 
puniſhment upon capital offenders, &c. If this be Levelling 
was and am a Levellcr | acknowledge it” was. ſome diffatis- 
fa&ion to me, to have foure of my Junior Colonels preferred 0- 


yer my head ;* yet neither that, nor any other negle& did ever 


- 


fally, and for the moſt part (1 blefſe God for ic ). effetually for 
theſe thirteen years. 3. As concerning my ablence from my 
Coummand in Scotland , -I confeffe after I had difcontinued from 


diſcourage or hinder me from doing my duty diligen tly, faith- 


England, neer upon the matter of two years , my Father dying 


in the interim, and 'my Eftate left-in. a diſordered and unſettled 


condition, ( diverſe debts,as1 believe, yet undiſcharged, and to 


my detriment I doubt, become deſperate through default of time- 


jy looking too.) 1did defire General-Dean's Pafle for England, 
which I had without limitation of time to return in; and finds 
Ing my occaſions In my own Country.to be very commanding 
(knowing in how peaceable apoſture all things were at my com- 

ming from Scotland, and ſo continned for three quarters .ofa 


] underſtood that there were ſome ftirs in Scotland;-whereupon I 
imncdiatly v/rit to his Excellency, the Lord General ; to know 
whether or no he exp: &ed any further ſcrvice from me in that 
Nation ; but receiving no Anſwer of my Letter,and immediate 
ly after the Jittle Parliament being Diffolved, ( in order. to 
my own fatisfaftion as to the one and the other) I cameup to 
London, and gave his Lordſhip an account both of the Reafons 


_ andwarrant tor my flay in England, w herwith his Lordſhip ſeem'd 


- at Hul, that-thereby T mighe.h 


then ſatisfied; andas to thecontinuance of my two Commands, 
it was neither by me defired nor endeavoured; 1 having former- 


ty by my friend Collonel Salmon made a tender to reſign my Re- 


giment in Scotland, and( all things being in a peaceable poſture 


there) I was willing to have retired my ſelf to my Government 

tha ; it. have enjoyed the comforts of my 

Relations and Country ;. but this not being accepted, Inow ſee _ 
EEE | = there 
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there was aprovidenceiin order to my preſent reproach, which 


Icruft in his own good timethe Lord our God willrow] away; 


forif criith-it ſelfbe not over-born,, or qut-faced,, Iſhall in the 


- upſhot neither appear hypocritical, unfaithful,'or perfidious , as 


hath been reported: Andifthis cannor' ftop-the mouth: of the 
malevolent, I truft it-may in ſome meaſure ſatisfie the godly- 
wiſe, who-if they-be-my friends, I ſhall bethe better inabled to 
bear the brow-beatings of others report or reproaches cauſeleſs- 
-* ObjeQ- 3- But ſay ſome, you made a company of ſcandalous Verſes ups 
on the Lord Prote&or-; whereby bis Highneſſe and diver(e- others were 


offended and diſpleaſed for your ſo doing, © 


* 


Fae 3, 1mutacknowledge copied paper ofVerecal 


1:d, The Chara&er of a Prote&or,, but I did neither compoſe, nor 
(to thebeſtof my remembrance) ſhew them'ro any after Thad 
writ them forth. They were'.caken :out' of my. Letter-caſe at 


Leith, wherethey:had lain along time by.me-nepleRed and for- 


; gotten : I had them. from a friend: who. wiſhed my Lord well, 


and who told me that his Lordſhip had ſcenthem, and Ibclicye 
laughed at them-as (to. my knowledge) heretofore he hath done; 


at Papers and Pamphlers of mozeperſonal and pa rticular impore 
or abule:-. > Ht.» CE LL 
 Okjef. 4. Another thing objeFed againft me, as I am enformed, is let 


ters of dangerous-conſequence intercepted as they were.coming tome. - 
- Reply 4. In regard I received them not,l cannot judge of their 


danger or ſignificance: Indeed I did hear that letters of diffatis- 
 kaftory Import were direCted to diverſe in Scotland, with prin- 
ted papers and Petitions in'them, ſent to-Leith and other places, 
but thoſe to whom they-weredire&ed, know not whence.they 
_ came, : having neither-ſubſcription , nor dates; and it is = 


fible ſome diffatisfied perſons in England, might dire& Letters to. 
me as-to other-men upon the ſame account and ſcore : nay is it 
not probable that ſome enformers ( not my Friends) to render 
their ſcrvice more ſutable to their fallaries,: might report or 
ſaggeſt from their own or others opinions, ſome high expetta« 
tion had of-me in the matters forementioned,viz. The dividing and 
marching a part of the Army into England: which no man living (hall 


 bejuſtly able to make good againſt me; ic being(as Lwell know) 


a thing 


(6) 
«thing COgrE and unfeaſable, and moſt unlikely toone in 
any thing, bur diviſion and deftruftion, 'Ctwo inſeparable gd- 
junds ſich Ceſar Boys) therefore'as far from ry purpoſcas in 
it (elf imprafticable, as the conftication of the Army flood. 
. . Obje&.'5. But ſay ſome; you end -other Officers refuſed to come to: the 
bead Quatters when Generall Monk commanded you, which wus a con- 
vincing, argument of your guilt and diſobedience, and the occaſion groen 
ns 7 gar for jon. ooo ons 
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Reply 5. To this I anſwer, we ſhould herein have been much too 
blame, had thie reports of the worldly writers been true, the. 
_ contrary whereof will be witneſſed as folleweth ; for ficſh ſome 
of the Officers were impriſoned atDundee,as they were voluntari- 
ly marching towards the head Quarters,and I know non: of the 
_reſtwhodid delay to comeafter they were commanded + for m 
felf, the very day before Mr. Oates his going towards Edenburgh, 
Fremember'] received from Mr. Clark (generall-Monks Secretary) 
a Letter, in the latter end whereof, he thus hints ; Icannot give 
you any account of the grounds of theGenerals ſending for you” 
to the Head Quarters, but herewith receiving no Letter from the : 
General. I concladea miſcarriage of his Letter, or a miſtake in 
Mr.Clarks relation, however Cas will be witneſſed) I was fo far 
from refuſing to obey the Generals command,thar 1 was reſolved 
toſetforwards for Dalkreth the next morning, had I not been di- 
ſwaded by ſome of my feHlow-officers,wheretipon I immediately 
difpachtt a Letter to GeneralMonk (to be conveyed from-Garri- 
fon to Garriſon day and night,untillit came to his handsJinti- 
mating my reall readineffe, ro obſerve his commands by Lertey 
- or mellenger,two dayes after 1 had written to him,two of his Let-- 

ters came together to my hands, intimating his defire to have me 
come to the head Quarters with what convenience I could,and at 
_ the very ſame time received Letters from Gen.Mzddleton and the - 
Earl of Seaforth, defiring a capitulation in order to theirown 
with their parties coming in,and laying down their Arms,upon. 
which account I was perſwadedtoftay a day longer todraw up 
and dtbate Propoſals, bur that Evening a Letter coming from the 
_ General upon the forementioned account, I declined all further 
_ debate with Plyſcardin the Earls uncle, adviling him and General 
 Middtetans Trumpet, to proceed in purſuance of their buſinefle = 7 
yn 2.1 - = 
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touching patience and perſeveranceunto the end, will turn our 


(> 


f . = i. 


the head Qarrer $ , whether I was going with all poſſible ſpec d, 


how therefore I ſhould be accuſed of negle& or diſobedience to- 


the general commands, cannot imaging,but ſhall leave it to the 
Judicious to determine, not doubting but wherein men have 
miſtaken,the ſearcher of the heart, and the tryer of the reins will 
in due time reaifle theit aberrations. : in the interim 1 ſhalt cons 
clade with what a prifoner (arid my predecefſour inthis place) 
from the Apoſtle Peter obferves of promiſes, and from the Apa» 
file Pavl of affliftions, but he chaftened us for our profic that we 


thereare given to u$ex6ceding great and precious promiſes,that 


by-thens we ſhould be-partakers of the divine nature: why there- 


fore (ſaith he)may we nat ſay, thereare given unts uscxcreding 
great & precious afflifttons, chatby tlrem we might beparrakers 
of :thediviac nature, thats, ofhis holincile; for te-you le is gi= 
ven,not onelyto believe, but to ſuffer,Þbil.1.29. Thus God ſwee- 
tens the very nature of affliftions, and molds us thereby into {iis 
own image; for as Chriſt became a perfe& mediator by his paſ- 
fion, fo by ſufferings, our Lord can conſecrate us to himſelf; 1 fill 
up ſaich Paul that which is behind of the affli&ions of Chriſt in 
my flefh, ſo tha. we ſee Chriſt is not full till his Members (more 
or lefſe) have had their meaſure of ſufferings; if in patience we 
poſleſſe our ſpirits we ſhall inherit the promiſes; our chaſtening 


crowns of thorns into crowns of glory, & bring us forth of the 
furnace of afflition, as his monuments of free grace, who ſaith, 


ven you a true account of the nature of thoſe accuſations, which 


I underfland are. ſuggeſtcd againſtme, for which 1reruft I ſhall not 
be condemned before 1be convifted : commending you to the 
proteftion of the father of ſpirits, and God of all grace,defiring 


your praycrs,that I may improve this priſon-diſpenfation in the 


exerciſe of patience to his glory, and the increaſe of my own 
comforts, I bid you Farewell. | 


From my impriſoment _ Tours in bim, ly whom we are what we are, 
in the Tower of London | Robert Overton. 
Tanc171654. 


tiglic beipartakees of his holineſſe : fo for promiſes, 2 Pet.1, 4. 
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